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To Respected Mr. Bimol Ch. Gogoi Sir

Dr. Urmika Phangchopi
Assistant Professor

From the day of my first joining in this noble institution I
found him as the head of our department (Botany) and after a few
months as the Principal i/c of the college. Since then he is like my
guardian in this new environment. I feel warm and fearless by his
presence. He inspires me, encourage me to overcome my fears and
have taught me so many valuable life lessons.

Over this one and half years of my service experience under
his Principalship, I have seen him as a very noble, hardworking and
kind hearted person. He will always remain as an inspiration and
guidance of the institution. The feeling of joy and working under
him is remarkable. The wipe of his positive attitude towards others
make him a special person. We will remember all the moments that
we have spent with him. Last but not the least; I congratulate him
for the successful completion of his service period. The world is
wide and it endless opportunities and beauty is waiting for him to
be explored. I wish him and his family a bright, happy and healthy

future ahead in the new awaited life.
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My experience with Sir
Puja Kumari
Ex-student of 2018 Batch

In the year of 2015, I joined in Namrup College situated in
Namrup in the heart of a tea garden. Here I met a person whose
memories shall remain with me forever. Mr. Bimal Chandra Gogoi
Sir, HOD of Botany Department. The way Sir taught could never be
written down in words. He was one of the excellent teachers I ever
met in my entire academic life.

Although being from Assamese background and English as his
commanding language while teaching he did his best to make me
understand the subject content. I studied in English medium but Hindi
was a secondary language that we used in our day to day life because
of which I was finding it quite difficult to cope with the language
there but sir tried his best to make understand even using Hindi words
in spite of Hindi being a new language to him, which will always be
illuminated in my heart. And lastly heart-felt thank you to sir, for all
the support, guidance and precious life lesson. I congratulate you for
your successful completion of service life and praying to god to keep

you always healthy and happy.
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Management of yams through religious sanction-
the case of Inglongkiri sacred grove

Dr. Urmika Phangchopi
Assistant Professor

Inglongkiri hill is the most sacred natural site in the
Lumbajong region and one of the famed sacred groves in
Karbi Anglong district. The Inglongkiri uphold the cultural
heritage of the indigenous people and culture of the region.
The deity of the sacred site has direct influence on the
socio-cultural practices of not only the Karbis but other
tribes as well which is evident event today. Local people
reported that foraging of yams and other plants is practised
according to the preaching of the Inglongkiri deity and
violation is said to annoy the deity. According to the legend
foraging of yams is forbidden after ripening of paddy and
yams should be used as substitute for rice. This practice has
an element of management and conservation of yam
resources as continued extraction of tubers may deplete this
phytoresource, as yam is the most important famine food
of the region. Inglongkiri deity is propitiated during
rongker (annual community festival) by all communities of
Lumbajong region. The deity is propitiated with a white
goat and a white cock. According to a popular myth still

vibrant among the Lumbajong Karbis, in the beginning the
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Inglongkiri sacred grove has a 12-headed yam tuber which
provided food to the people during the period of famine.
Another myth suggest presents of enigmatic orange garden

which is visible only to persons blessed by the deity.

Cultural history of Inglongkiri: Inglongkiri has a long
history and its origin is associated with food insecurity
faced by local Karbi community inhabiting around the hill.
Once there was a Kramsa Village in the Inglongkiri region.
People of the area were impoverished; their agricultural
products were not good and even suffer from some terrified
diseases. The area is said to have a twelve-headed yam
tuber, which was the only source of food at that time. The
yam was said to possess divinity; even after being harvested
every day, the quantity of tuber remained same. After
prolonged suffering, some elders suggested to seek refuge
in the hill with the perception that, the hill may be the
abode of some deity. A meeting of village heads was called
to discuss the proposal and the same was unanimously
endorsed. One day, all village heads along with his villagers
after bathing with tulsi leaf, started for the hill. Timung
Khoinuk, a common subject also wanted to accompany the
convoy. He is said to have the habit of not listening to

others for which he was avoided by others and considered
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as having low morale. Due to his poor personality, people
isolate him, so he sleeps apart from his company.

As he became adamant, the team members allowed him
to join the group. After reaching the hill top, all bedded
down for the night. Timung Khoinuk was segregated from
the group for the apprehension that vitiates the atmosphere
and prevent god from visiting in their dreams. At night,
Inglongkiri deity appeared in the dream of Timung Khoinuk
and told him that the hill is the abode of a spiritual deity
belonging to Enghee clan. The deity is said to have advised
Timung to propitiate the former for getting rid of hunger
and achieving good harvest and prosperity. Timung being
unholy will was said to have received complete information
about the rituals. In the morning, Timung Khoinuk
explained his dream to others but none was ready to listen to
him. To prove his truth, Timung Khoinuk led the group to a
wild pig surprisingly entangled in a climber and to a cave
where a white male fowl was resting. This made the
villagers believe Timung has really seen the deity and he is
the chosen one to propitiate the deity, that is, the deity of
Inglongkiri hill. After returning to their village, with the
assistance of the community, Timung Khoinuk arranged all
requirements (rice, betel nut and leaf, tulsi leaves)

propitiated Inglongkiri during the Rongker or community
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ritual. The next season, true to their expectation, the
villagers have a good harvest of crops and those terrified
diseases did not appear again. Another implication of this
legend is, the deity is said to have told Timung Khoinuk to
advice people not to collect yam after they harvesting
crops. The twelve-headed yam is said to be the son-in-law
of Inglongkiri deity, whose name was Longkongven Teron
Miji. There is also a myth that, the hill has a large
enigmatic pond with rich diversity of fishes, ser alangdung
and orange tree and betel leaf which is visible only to
persons blessed by the deity. Today [Inglonkiri 1is
propitiated by all communities of Lumbajong area during
rongker; some families keep the deity as hem angtar
(household god).

Implications of Inglongkiri on food security and
biodiversity conservation: Agriculture by shifting
cultivation, which is the main occupation of the people
living in the Lumbajong area, is not productive. But,
fishing, piggery, poultry, sericulture, livestock rearing is
also practised. Majority of the household suffer from food
insecurity as their harvest become exhausted soon. In such
situation people rely on yams food to cope over period of
staple food shortage. Restrictions observed on some plants,
said to be associated with Inglongkiri deity, have the effect

of preserving forest resources. It is said that collection of
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Wild yams (Dioscorea species) and other plants is
forbidden after paddy harvest and violation of this cultural
belief is said to annoy the Inglongkiri deity. This cultural
practice has an element of conservation as continued
extraction of tubers may deplete this phytoresource, as yam

is the most important famine food of the region.
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GHINALI Kawaimari Bridge (WETLAND)

Abhijit Kispota,

B. Sc 3" SEM,

Botany Department

Nobody knows about Ghinai, Kawaimari bridge
(Wetland) because it has now changed to ponds and it
doesn’t look like a bridge (wetland). This is a very small
Bridge (wetland) area located between Nigam and
Kawaimari village, Namrup Town, Dibrugarh dist.
(Assam) in India. This Wetland has provided a lot of
support to the villager. For example - people use to catch
the fishes and sale it and from that they use to get the
money and which provided a course income to the people.
During our grandparent time there was a wood bridge
which uses to remain wet all over the year and never use
to get dry up. And lots of fishs are found on this wetland
area. Some of the name of the Fishes that are found on
that time are —Thiland magur, Puthi, Magur, Singhi,
Kawai, Goroi, Bami, Kuchia, etc ( all this are local name
of fishes). And also people use to take their cattle like
buffalos for grazing on this wetland area. But now the
wetland area has completely changed. The wetland use to

get dry up during winter season. And also the population
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of fishes has decreased as compared to that time.

Species of fishes that are found now a days are-
Thilandmagur, Puthi , Magur, Singhi, Kawai, Goroi,
Bami , Kuchia, etc and the sizes for of the fishs are
smaller as compared to our grandparent time. Changes
that has taken place on Ghinai ,Kawaimari

Bridge(wetland).

Figure 1: Fishes that are found on

Ghinai .Kawaimari bridge(Wetland)

Of my opinion, water use to dry up during winter
because of hot climate or may be water level has gone
down. Fish population is found to be less because of
extensive fishing throughout the year. Likewise due to
poaching, birds populations are drastically reduce in the

arca.



Figure 2: Aquatic vegetation at Ghinai, Kawaimari
bridge(wetland) during summer season

During summer season/ Rainy season the lotus

flower beautify the wetland. And whoever past through

this Namrup-Rangswal Rd (Namrup-Tingkhong road)

wait for moment to see the beauty of this place. Nearby

people go for morning and evening walk to see the beauty

of lotus flower that is blowing in this place.

Figure 3: Ghinai, Kawaimari bridge (wetland) during

winter season

J
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During winter season the bridge area (wetland) use to dry up
and few amount of fish’s species are found on this season.
Ghinai, Kawaimari bridge wetland has provided a lots

of support to the nearby people. And also it has provided

beautiful natural environment.
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Plastic and its Pollution

Anupriya Borah
HS I Year (Science)
Plastic and pollution has become one of the most
pressing environment issues, as rapidly increasing
production of disposable plastic products overwhelms the
world’s ability to deal with them. Plastic pollution is most
visible in developing Asian and African nations, where
garbage collection systems are often inefficient or
nonexistent. But the developed world, especially in
countries with low recycling rates, also has trouble properly
collecting discarded plastics. Plastic trash has become so
ubiquitous it has prompted efforts to write a global trety
negotiated by the United Nations. Plastic made from fossil
fuels are just over a century old. Production and
development of thousands of new plastic products
accelerated after world war 1l, so transforming the modern
age that life without plastics would be unrecognizable
today. Plastics revolutionized medicine with life-saving
devices, made space travel possible, lightened cars and jets
— saving fuel and pollution —and saved lives with helmets,
incubators, and equipment for clean drinking water.

The conveniences plastics offer, however, led to a
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throw —away culture that reveals the material’s dark side:
today, single use plastic account for 40 percent of the
plastic produced every year. Many of these products, such
as plastic bags and food wrappers, have a lifespan of mere
minutes to hours, yet they may persist in the environment
for hundreds of years.

When plastic is produced, it’s made from toxic
materials such as benzene and vinyl hydrochloride. It is
destined to be toxic from birth to forever. These chemicals
are known to cause cancer, and the manufacturing
byproducts contaminate our air and soil. The type of plastic
that is the major source of dioxin is PVN. Globally, in this
year alone, researchers estimate that the production and
incineration of plastic will pump more than 850 million
tones of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. By 2050,
those emissions could rise to 2.8 billion tones.

The problem of plastics

Plastic is a polymeric material — that is, a material
whose molecules are very large, often resembling long
chains made up of a seemingly endless series of
interconnected links. Natural polymers such as rubber and
silk exist in abundance, but nature’s “plastics” have not

been implicated in environmental pollution, because they
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do not persist in environment. Today, however, the
average consumer comes into daily contact with all kinds
of plastic materials that have been developed specifically
to defeat natural decay processes materials derived mainly
from petroleum that can be molded, cast, spun, or applied
as a coating. Since synthetic plastics are largely non-
biodegradable, they tend to persist in natural
environments. Moreover, many lightweight single-use
plastic products and packaging materials, which account
for approximately 50 percent of all plastics produced, are
not deposited in containers for subsequent removal to
landfills , recycling centres, or incinerators. Instead they
are improperly disposed of at or near the location where
they end their usefulness to the consumer. Dropped on the
ground, thrown out of a car window heaped onto an
already full rubbish bin, or inadvertently carried off by a
gust of wind, they immediately begin to pollute the
environment. Indeed landscapes littered by plastic
packaging have become common in many parts of the
world [Illegal dumping of plastic and overflowing of
containment structures also play a role]. Studies from
around the world have not shown any particular country or

demographic group to be most responsible, though
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population centers generate the most litter. The causes and
effects of plastic pollution are truly worldwide. According
to the trade association Plastic Europe world plastic
production grew from some 1.5 million tones [about 1.7
million tones] per year in 1950 to an estimated 275 million
tones [303.1 million tones] by 2010 and 359 million tones
[Nearly 396 million tones] by 2018; between 4.8 million
and 12.7 million tones [5.3 million and 14 million tones]
are discarded into the oceans annually by countries with
ocean coastlines.
Conclusion

Though plastic is very useful in modern civilization
and provides us with various useful article , it serves as a
serious threat to our environment. So, we should try our
level best to reduce, reuse and recycle plastic whenever
possible to reduce the level of environment pollution

caused by plastics.



The Biology subject was started along with the establishment of the
Namrup College in 1973 having Pre-degree science course. The subject was
taught by temporary or flying teachers until 1986. Degree course in
Biochemistry core was started in 1987. In the meantime, the science stream
of the college was brought under deficit grants in the aid system of the
government of Assam in 1992. Major course in Botany has been running
since 1993.

Now, the Department of Botany of Namrup College is one of the well-
equipped department in the college. It has been imparting the teaching on
B. Sc Major and core courses in the subject Botany under the academic
curriculum of Dibrugarh University. Apart from the B. Sc course, the
department is providing hands-on training to the students on gardening,
plantation technique, usage of herbal medicine, tree plantation technique,
carrier consultation for Biology students, and study about biodiversity. For
creating awareness and bringing more closure with the nature department
has formed the Botanical Society. Each student may voluntarily engage
themselves towards the plantation program, biodiversity, and nature
conservation and be a part of nature conservation through this small
platform.

Our ex-students are well established in various fields of the career
world. There is University and College Professor, Higher Executives of|
Banks, Central Government Services, School Teachers, etc among our
passing out students.
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