
Discipline Specific Elective 01

Urban Sociology

Course Objective: 

This course provides an exposure to key theoretical perspectives for understanding 
urban life in historical and contemporary contexts. It also reflects on some 
concerns of urban living while narrating the subjective experiences of urban 
communities. With case studies from India and other parts of the world this course 
will help students relate to the complexities of urban living. 

Outline: 

1.Introducing Urban Sociology: Urban, Urbanism and the City   

1.1. Urban : Definition and types 
1.2. Urbanism: concept of urbanism in contemporary societies 
1.3. City: concept and types 

2.Perspectives in Urban Sociology                                                    

2.1. Ecological: (Chicago school) 
2.2. Political Economy 
2.3. Network (Manuel Castells) 
2.4. City as Culture 

3.Movements and Settlements 

3.1. Migration : Forms and Consequences on urban life 
3.2. Community: nature of urban community and neighborhood 

(case studies of Indian Urban Society can be used as references as per 
the discretion of the course teacher) 

4.Politics of Urban Space 

4.1. Culture and Leisure:
4.1.1. Leisure activities in urban societies 
4.1.2. Leisure and use of urban space 
4.2. Caste, Class and Gender 
4.2.1. Youth Politics in urban context 
4.2.2. Politics of gendered urban space 
4.2.3. Social movements in urban societies 
4.2.4. Contestation of space (riots and conflicts) 



Course Contents and Itinerary 

1. Introducing Urban Sociology: Urban, Urbanism and the City: (3 Weeks) 

1.1 Mumford, Lewis 1961. The City in History: its origins and transformations
and its prospects. Mariner Books: Pp 3 29, 94 118 

1.2 Holton, R. J. Cities, Capitalism and Civilization, London: Allan and Unwin, 
Chapters. 1 & 2. Pp. 1 32

1.3 Parker, Simon. Urban Theory and Urban Experience: Encountering the City, 
London: Routledge. Chapter 2. Foundations of Urban Theory Pp. 8 - 26 

2. Perspectives in Urban Sociology: (4 Weeks) 

2.1. Hannerz, Ulf 1980. Exploring the City: Toward an Urban Anthropology, NY: 
Columbia University Press. Chapter 2. Pp 19 58

American Journal of 
Sociology, Vol. 44, No.1 (July), Pp. 1 24

2.3 Harvey, David 1985 The Urban Experience, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, Chapter 1. Money, Time, Space and the City. Pp. 1-35

2.4

I.Susser (ed.) The Castells Reader on Cities and Social Theory, Blackwell 
Publishers, Malden, Ma, Pp. 1 13

2.5 Weber, Max 1978. The City. The Free Press: New York. Pp 65 89
2.6 Simmel, George, 1903, and the Mental in Gary 

2.7 Bridge and Sophie Watson, eds. The Blackwell City Reader. Oxford and 
Malden, MA: Wiley Blackwell, 2002. 

3. Movements and Settlements: (2 Weeks) 

Sociological
Bulletin,Vol. 30, 1. Pp21 38

3.2.Anand, Inbanathan. 2003
Urbanization in

India. Sage: New Delhi. Pp. 232 246

3.3.

Geoforum, Volume 35, Issue 2, March 2004, Pp. 177 197 

4. Politics of Urban Space (5 Weeks) 

4.1 Katznelson, Ira, 1981, City Trenches: Urban Politics and Patterning of Class
in United States, Chicago: University of Chicago Press. Chapter 8. Social Theory,
Urban Movements and Social Change. Pp. 193 - 215



Economic & Political Weekly, May 4,Vol. XLVIII, No 18, Pp 44 55

4.3.
Class Ass Economic & Political 
Weekly, June 27, 2009 vol XLIV No. 26 & 27, Pp 368 376 

4.4.
Sociological Forum, Vol. 24, No. 4 (Dec., 2009), pp. 908 917

4.5

San Francisco in City and the Grassroots, Pp. 
138 170 

4.6
and Tim Hall (Eds.) City Cultures Reader, London: Routledge. Pp. 125-139

SUGGESTED READINGS: 

1. Kumar, Nita, 1988. The Artisans of Banaras. Popular Culture andIdentity 1880
1986, Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

2. Eck, Diana, 1983. Banaras: City of light, London: Routledge and Kegan Paul. Naidu, 
Ratna. 1990. Old cities and New predicaments: A Study of Hyderabad. New Delhi: Sage 

3. Ganguly, J.B. 1995. Urbanization and Development in North East  India: 
Trends and Policy Implications.New Delhi.  Deep and Deep Publications 

4. Varshney, Ashutosh. 2002. Ethnic Conflict and Civic Life: Hindus and Muslims in 
India.London. Yale University Press. 

5. Sarma, Pranjal. 2016. Urbanization and Development. Guwahati.E. B.H. Publications. 



Discipline Specific Elective 02 
Agrarian Sociology 

Course Objective: 
This course explores the traditions of enquiry and key substantive issues in 
agrarian sociology. It is comparative in nature, but pays attention to Indian 
themes. It also introduces emerging global agrarian concerns. 
Outline: 
1. Agrarian Societies and Agrarian Studies 
1.1 Agrarian Societies: Agrarian Society and its features, Peasant Society, 
Subculture of Peasantry  
1.2 Agrarian Studies: Marxian approach of studying agrarian society   
2. Key Issues in Agrarian Sociology 
2.1 The Agrarian Question( Marx) 
2.2 The Moral Economy: Subsistence ethics and peasant economy , Rational 
Peasant  
2.3 Agrarian Commodity Systems: Agriculture in a developing economy  Indian 
experience  
3. Themes in Agrarian Sociology of India 
3.1 Labor and Agrarian Class Structure: Agrarian class structure , problems of 
agricultural labour 
3.2 Markets, Land Reforms and Green Revolution: Peasant and Capitalist 
Economy , Land Tenure and Land Reform , Understanding Green Revolution 
3.3 Agrarian Movements: Peasant uprisings in India in colonial period , The New 

3.4 Caste, Gender and Agrarian Realities: Gender Analysis of Land , Dalit 
Agriculture Labour.   
4. Agrarian Futures 
4.1 Agrarian Crisis: World Bank  and Third World Peasant  
4.2 The Global Agrarian Order :, Political Economy in  the late twentieth Century 

Course Contents and Itinerary 
1. Agrarian Societies and Agrarian Studies (Weeks: 1-2)
1.1 Agrarian Societies 
1.1.1. Dumont, Rene. 'Agriculture as Man's Transformation of the Rural 
Environment', in Teodor Shanin (ed.) Peasants and Peasant Societies, 
Hamondsworth: Penguin. 1971. Pp. 141-149

1.1.2. Ludden, David. (1999), 'Agriculture' from, An Agrarian History of South 
Asia, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1999, Pp . 6-35
1.2 Agrarian Studies 
1.2.1. Beteille, Andre. 'The Study of Agrarian Systems: An Anthropological 
Approach', from Marxism and Class Analysis, New Delhi: Oxford. 2007. Pp.84-93



1.2.2. Thorner, Daniel and Alice Thorner. 'The Agrarian Problem in India 
Today', from, Land and Labour in India, Bombay: Asia Publishing House. 
1962. Pp. 3-13
2. Key Issues in Agrarian Sociology (Weeks: 3-6)
2.1 The Agrarian Question 
2.1.1. Haroon Akram-Lodhi, A. and Cristobal Kay. 'Surveying the Agrarian 
Question: Part 1, Unearthing Foundations, Exploring Diversity; Part 2, Current 
Debates and Beyond'. The Journal of Peasant Studies, Vol. 37, No. 1 &2, 
January/April 2010, 177 199 & 255 280
2.2 The Moral Economy 
2.2.1. Scott, James C. 'The Economic and Sociology of Subsistence Ethic', 
From, The Moral Economy of the Peasant: Rebellion and Subsistence in South 
East Asia, New Haven: Yale University Press. 1976. Pp 13-34
2.2.2. Popkin, Samuel L. 'The Rational Peasant', from, The Rational Peasant: 
The Political Economy of Rural Society in Vietnam, Berkley: University of 
California Press. 1979. Pp. 1-31
2.3 Agrarian Commodity Systems 
2.3.1. 

Research in Rural Sociology and Development 
1: 221 235
3. Themes in Agrarian Sociology of India (Weeks 7-12) 
3.1 Labour and Agrarian Class Structure 

3.1.1. Patel, S. J. 'Agricultural Laborers in Modern India and Pakistan' from 
Gyan Prakash (ed.) Worlds of Rural Labourer in Colonial India, Dehi: Oxford 
University Press. 1992. Pp. 47-74
3.1.2. Thorner, Alice. 'Semi-Feudalism or Capitalism? Contemporary Debate on 
Classes and Modes of Production in India', Parts: 1-3, Economic and Political 
Weekly, Vol. 17, No. 49 (Dec. 4, 1982), pp. 1961-1968; No. 50 (Dec. 11, 1982), 
pp. 1993-1999; No. 51 (Dec. 18, 1982), pp. 2061-2064 
3.1.3. Mencher, Joan P. 'Problems in Analyzing Rural Class Structure', 
Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 9, No. 35 (Aug. 31, 1974), pp. 
1495+1497+1499-1503 
3.2 Markets, Land Reforms and Green Revolution 
3.2.1. Amin, Shahid. 'Unequal Antagonists: Peasants and Capitalists in Eastern 
UP in 1930s', Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 16, No. 42/43 (Oct. 17-24,
1981), pp. PE 19-25, 28, 29 
3.2.2. Bandopadhyay, D. 'Reflections on Land Reform in India since 
Independence' from T. V. Satyamurthy (Ed.) Industry and Agriculture in India 
Since Independence, Delhi: Oxford University Press. Pp. 301-327 
3.2.3. Baker, Christopher J. 'Frogs and Farmers: The Green Revolution in India, 
and its Murky Past' from, Tim P. Bayliss-Smith and Sudhir Wanmali (Ed.) 



Understanding Green Revolutions: Agrarian Change and Development 
Planning in South Asia, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1984. Pp. 37-51

3.2.4. Dhanagare, D. N. 'Green Revolution and Social Inequalities in Rural 
India' from, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 22, No. 19/21, Annual 
Number (May, 1987), pp. AN: 137-139, 141-144. 
3.3 Agrarian Movements 
3.3.1. Gough, Kathleen. 'Indian Peasant Uprisings' Economic and Political 
Weekly, Vol. 9, No. 32/34, Special Number (Aug., 1974), 1391-1393+1395- 
1397+1399+1401-1403+1405-1406 
3.3.2. Brass, Tom. 'The New Farmer's Movements in India', from, Tom Brass 
(ed.), The New farmer's Movemnts in India, Essex: Frank Cass. (1995). Pp.1-20
3.4 Caste, Gender and Agrarian Realities 

3.4.1. Jackson, Cecile. 'Gender Analysis of Land: Beyond Land Rights for 
Women?', Journal of Agrarian Change, Volume 3 (4) (October, 2003) Pp. 453- 
478. 
3.4.2. Omvedt, Gail. 'The Downtrodden among the Downtrodden: An Interview 
with a Dalit Agricultural Laborer' Signs, Vol. 4, No. 4, The Labor of Women: 
Work and Family (Summer, 1979), pp. 763-774 
4. Agrarian Futures (Weeks: 12-14)
4.1. Agrarian Crisis (16) 
4.1.1 Feder, Ernest. 'The New World Bank Programme for the Self-Liquidation 
of the Third World Peasantry', Journal of Peasant Studies, Volume 3, Issue 3, 
1976. Pp. 343-352 
4.1.2 Vasavi. A. R. 'Agrarian Distress in Bidar: Market, State and Suicides', 
Economic and Political Weekly, Volume 34, Number 32. (1999). Pp. 2263-2268 
4.2. The Global Agrarian Order (32) 
4.2.1 Buttel, Frederick H. Some Reflections on Late Twentieth Century 
Agrarian Political Economy. Cadernos de Ciência & Tecnologia, Brasília, v.18, 
n.2, p.11-36, maio/ago. 2001 

Note: 
A. The suggested readings may be used for student presentations. 
B. Students may be encouraged to review and make presentations of 
significant body of literary work depicting agrarian realities that has 
emerged from world literature as well as Bhasha literatures of India. 
Suggested Readings 
Dalton, George. 'Modern Transformation of European Peasantries' in R. P. 
Mishra and Nguyen Dung (Ed.) Third World Peasantry: A continuing Saga of 
Deprivation, Volume II, New Delhi: Sterling. 1986, Pp.25-46
Patnaik, Utsa. (ed.) The Agrarian Question in Marx and His Successors Volume 



I, New Delhi: Left Word, 2007. 

Breman, Jan. (1974), Patronage and Exploitation: Changing Agrarian Relations 
in South Gujarat, India, Berkley: University of California Press. Pp. 36-80.
Gough, Kathleen. ' Rural Change in Southeast India, 1950s to 1980s. Delhi: 
Oxford University Press. 1989. 
Harriss, John. Capitalism and Peasant Farming: Agrarian Structure and 
Ideology in North Tamil Nadu, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1982. 
Byres, T. J. 'The New Technology, Class Formation, and Class Action in the 
Indian Countryside', Journal of Peasant studies, Volume 8, Issue 4, 1981, Pp 
405-454. 
Hobsbawm, E. J. 'Peasants and Politics', The Journal of Peasant Studies, Vol. 1, 
No. 1, October 1973, 3 20
Zamosc, Leon. The Agrarian Question and Peasant Movement in Columbia: 
Struggles of National Peasant Association, 1967-81, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1986. 
Agarwal, Beena. A Field of One's Own: Gender and Land Rights In south Asia, 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996. 
Bernstein, Henry. Class Dynamics of Agrarian Change. Halifax: Fernwood 
Publishing, 2010. 



Discipline Specific Elective 03
Environmental Sociology

Course Objective: 
This course is designed to introduce students to the core debates of environmental 
sociology, different approaches within the sub discipline and how these 
approaches may be used to understand environmental issues and movements in 
India. 
Outline: 
1. Envisioning Environmental Sociology 
1.1. Meaning , Definition, Nature and Scope  
1.2. Realist Constructionist Debate. 
2. Environmental Approaches 
2.1 Treadmill of Production 
2.2 Ecological Modernization 
2.3 Environmental Risk 
2.4 Ecofeminism and Feminist Environmentalism 
2.5 Political Ecology 
3. Environmental Movements in India 
3.1 Forest based movement  Chipko 
3.2 Water based movement  Narmada 
3.3 Land based movements  Anti mining and Seed 
3.4 Anti Big Dam Movements in North East India 

C O U RS E CONTENTS AND ITINERARY 
1. Envisioning Environmental Sociology [Weeks 1 3]
1.1.1. Bell, MM. (2008). An Invitation to Environmental Sociology. Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Sage 3rd ed. Ch 1.( pp. 1 5). 
1.1.2. Hannigan, J. A. (1995). Environmental Sociology. Routledge, London and 
New York, 2nd ed. Ch1 and 2. (pp. 10 15,16 35). 
1.2.1. Leahy, T. (2007). Sociology and the Environment. Public Sociology: An 
Introduction to Australian Society. Eds. Germov, John and Marilyn, Poole. NSW: 
Allen & Unwin, Ch 21 (pp. 431 442). 
1.2.2. Evanoff, R. J. (2005). Reconciling realism and constructivism in 
environmental ethics. Environmental Values, 61 81.
2. Approaches [Weeks 4 10]
2.1.1. Gould, K. A., Pellow, D. N., & Schnaiberg, A. (2004). Interrogating the 
Treadmill of Production: Everything You Wanted to Know about the Treadmill but 
Were Afraid to Ask. Organization & Environment, 17(3), 296 316. 
2.1.2. Wright, E. O. (2004). Interrogating the Treadmill of Production: Some 
Questions I Still Want to Know about and Am Not Afraid to Ask. Organization & 
Environment, 17(3), 317 322. 
2.2.1. Mol, A. P. (2002). Ecological modernization and the global economy. 
Global Environmental Politics, 2(2), 92 115. 



2.2.2. Buttel, F. H. (2000). Ecological modernization as social theory. 
Geoforum,31(1), 57 65.

sustainable? Political Economy and the Politics of Ecology. The Guilford Press. Ch 
. (pp.152 175). 

2.3.1. Beck, U. (2006). Living in the world risk society: A Hobhouse Memorial 
Public Lecture given on Wednesday 15 February 2006 at the London School of 
Economics. Economy and Society, 35(3), 329 345. 
2.4.1. Shiva, V. (1988). Women in Nature. In Staying Alive: Women, Ecology and 
Development. Zed Books. Ch 3.(pp.38 54). 
2.4.2. Agarwal, Bina, 2007. The Gender and Environment Debate: Lessons from 
India. In Mahesh Rangarajan. (ed.) 2007. Environmental Issues in I n d i a : A 
Reader. New Delhi: Pearson, Longman, Ch 19.(pp. 316 324, 342 352). 
2.5.1. Robbins, P. (2011). Political Ecology: A Critical Introduction (Vol. 16). 
Wiley and Sons ltd. East Sussex, U.K. Ch 1 (pp.10 25). 
3. Environmental Movements in India [Weeks 11 14]
3.1.1. Guha, R. Chipko : Social history of an environmental movement. In 
Ghanshyam Shah ed.(2002). Social Movements and the State (Vol. 4). Sage 
Publications Pvt. Ltd., Ch. 16 (pp.423 454). 
3.2.1. Khagram, S., Riker, J. V., & Sikkink, K. (2002).Restructuring the global 
politics of development: Restructuring 
World Politics: Transnational Social Movements, Networks, and Norms (Vol. 14). 
U of Minnesota Press. (pp.206 30). 
3.3.1. Padel, F., & Das, S. (2008). Orissa's highland clearances: The reality gap in 
R & R. Social Change, 38(4), 576 608. 
3.3.2. Scoones, I. (2008). Mobilizing against GM crops in India, South Africa and 
Brazil. Journal of Agrarian Change, 8(2 3), 315 344. 
3.4.1.Baviskar, Amita: In the belly of the river : Tribal Conflicts over 
Developmemtment in the Narmada Valley, 1995, delhi, Oxfrod University Press ( 
Introdution Chapter. 

2008( e-source )narmada.org/debates/gmail.open.letter.html. 
[Projects, feature films and documentary screenings and field visits will be will be 
undertaken by students through the course] 

SUGGESTED READINGS 
Students will not be examined on the suggested readings but may use them 
for projects, and presentations that will be woven into the course. 
Guha, R., & Alier, J. M. (1998). The environmentalism of the poor. In Varieties 



ofenvironmentalism: Essays North and South. New Delhi: Oxford University 
Press. 
Osofsky, H. M. (2003). Defining Sustainable Development after Earth Summit 
2002. Loy. LA Int'l & Comp. L. Rev., 26, 111. 
Baviskar, A. (1999). In the Belly of the River: Tribal Conflicts over Development 
in the Narmada Valley. Oxford University Press. 



Discipline Specific Elective 04

SOCIOLOGY OF WORK 

Course Objective:  

The course introduces the idea that though work and production have been integral 
to societies through time, the origin and spread of industrialization made a distinct 
rupture to that link. This rupture can also be seen mirrored in the coming of 
sociology as a discipline that considered work as central to the study of society. 
Based on this premise the paper goes on to provide an outline as to how values and 
ideals of pluralized industrialism(s) have caused an absorbed multiple 
transformative shifts to the local and global social networks of the contemporary 
world.  

Outline:    1. Interlinking Work and Industry 

                2. Forms of Industrial Culture and Organization. 
                2.1 Industrialism 
                2.2 Post Industrial Society. 
                2.3 Information Society. 

                3. Dimensions of Work. 
                3.1 Alienation  
                3.2 Gender 
                3.3 Unpaid work and Forced Labour: 
                      1. Unpaid work: - Type of unpaid work: - Unpaid Domestic work 
                          Unpaid care work. 
                      2. Effects of Unpaid Domestic work on women and on children.  
                      3. Forced Labour: Slavery, Debt Bondage & Human Trafficking.  

               4. Work in the Informal Sector:  
                   1. Street Vendors, Home based workers. 
                   2. Social and Political Implications and Issues: Gender, Political    

power of agents, poverty, children & Child Labour. 
                   5. Risk, Hazard & Disaster:  Health & Safety, workplace hazards, 

disaster in workplace, Risk factor and its assessment.  



COURSE CONTENTS AND ITINERARY 
1. Interlinking Work and Industry (Weeks 1-3)

in The Sociology of Work: An Introduction. Polity Press. Cambridge. 
Pp. 90-112 

Man,Science and Society. IIAS: Simla. Pp 34-45
1.3

1.4

2. Forms of Industrial Culture and Organisation (Weeks 4-6)
2.1 Industrialism 
2.1.1 Ramaswamy E. A. and Uma Ramaswamy. 1981, Industry and Labour, 
New Delhi:Oxford University Press, Chapter 3, Pp.33-65
2.2 Post-industrial Society 
2.2.1 Bell, Daniel. 1976, The Coming of Post-Industrial Society, London: 
Heineman, Introduction, Pp.12-45
2.2.2 Etzioni, A. and P.A

The Nature of 
Work: Sociological Perspectives, New Haven and London:Yale University 
Press, Pp. 304-317 
2.3 Information Society 
2.3.1 Kumar, Krishan. 1999, From Post-industrial to Post-modern society, 
Oxford: Blackwell Publishers Ltd., Chapter 2 and 6, Pp 6-35 and 154-163 
3. Dimensions of Work (Weeks 7-10) 
3.1 Alienation 

Vallas (eds)The Nature of Work: Sociological Perspectives. New Haven and 
London:American Sociological Association, Presidential Series and Yale 
University Press, Pp. 19-33
3.1.2 Tay
Thompson and Walhurst (eds.) Workplace of the Future. London:Macmillan, 
Pp. 84-100 
3.2 Gender 

Professions: A case of Work, Employment and 
Pp.557-75. 

De Neve and Jonathan Parry (eds.) Industrial Work and Life: An 
Anthropological Reader, London:Berg, Pp.257-268 



3.3 Unpaid Work and Forced Labour 
-

The Sociology of Work: Continuity and Change in Unpaid Work. New 
Delhi:Sage, Pp.153-181 

S.P.Vallas (eds.) The Nature of Work: Sociological Perspectives, New Haven 
and London: American Sociological Association, Presidential Series and Yale 
University Press, Pp. 162-69
4. Work in the Informal sector (Weeks 11-12) 

The Oxford 
India Companion to Sociology and Social Anthropology, New Delhi: OUP, Pp. 
1287-1312 
4.2 Talib, Mohammad. 2010, Writing Labour- Stone Quarry workers in Delhi. 
New Delhi:OUP, Chapter 1, Pp. 23-54
5. Risk, Hazard and Disaster (Weeks 13-14)
5.1 Laughlin, Kim. 1995, Rehabilitating Science, Imagining "Bhopal" in 
George E. Marcus (ed.) Techno scientific Imaginaries: Conversations, Profiles 
and Memoirs, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, Pp. 277-302

Mollona, Geert De Neve and Jonathan Parry (ed.) Industrial Work and 
Life: An Anthropological Reader, London: Berg, Pp 167-185


