
CORE COURSE 1 
INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY - I 

Course Objective: 
The mandate of the course is to introduce the discipline to students from diverse 
trainings and capabilities. The course is intended to introduce the students to a 
sociological way of thinking. It also provides a foundation for the other more 
detailed and specialized courses in sociology. 
Outline: 1. Sociology: Discipline and Perspective 
1.1 Thinking Sociologically 
1.2 Emergence of Sociology and Social Anthropology 
2. Sociology and Other Social Sciences 
2.1 Sociology and Social Anthropology 
2.2 Sociology & Psychology 
2.3 Sociology & History 
3. Basic Concepts 
3.1 Individual and Group: Primary, Secondary, In Group, Out Group, Reference Group, Peer 
Group, Clique, Interest Group, Pressure Group. 
3.2 Associations and Institutions 
3.3 Culture and Society 
3.4 Social Change: Meaning , Direction and Dimensions  

1. Sociology: Discipline and Perspective (1-3 Weeks) 
1.1 Thinking Sociologically 
1.1.1 Johnson, Allan G. 2008, The Forest and the Trees: Sociology as Life Practice 
and Promise, Philadelphia: Temple University Press, Introduction and Chapter 1, 

-36 
1.1.2 Beteille, Andre, 2009, Sociology: Essays in Approach and Method, Delhi: 
Oxfo -27
1.1.3 Garner, James Finn, 1994, Politically Correct Bedtime Stories: Modern Tales 
for Our Life and Times

1.1.4. General Sociology , Saikia, Dr. J.P & H. Borgohain, Bidya Bhaban, Jorhat  
1.2 Emergence of Sociology 
1.2.1 Ritzer, George, 1996, Classical Sociological Theory, New York: McGraw 

y- 
Pp. 13-46
1.2.2 General Sociology , Saikia, Dr. J.P & H. Borgohain, Bidya Bhaban, Jorhat 
2. Sociology and Other Social Sciences ( 4-6 Weeks) 
2.1 Sociology and Social Anthropology 
2.1.1 Béteille, André, 1985, Six Essays in Comparative Sociology, New Delhi: 

- 
20

        

    



  
2.1.2 Beteille, André, 2002, Sociology: Essays in Approach & Method, Oxford 

-54
2.1.3 General Sociology , Saikia, Dr. J.P & H. Borgohain, Bidya Bhaban, Jorhat 
2.2 Sociology & Psychology 
2.2.1 Bottomore, T. B. 1971, Sociology: A Guide to Problems and Literature, 

es, History and 
-80

2.2.2 Beattie, J., 1966, Other Cultures
- 29

2.3 Sociology & History 
2.3.1Burke, Peter, 1980, Sociology and History, George Allen and Unwin, Chapter 

-30
3. Basic Concepts (7-14 Weeks) 
3.1. Individual and Group 
3.1.1 MacIver, Robert M, and Charles Hunt Page. 1949. Society, New York: 

-237 
3.1.2 Horton, Paul B., Chester L. Hunt. 2004, Sociology. New Delhi: Tata 
McGraw-Hill, Chapter 8, Pp. 185-209 
3.2 Associations and Institutions 
3.2.1. Horton, Paul B., Chester L. Hunt. 2004, Sociology. New Delhi: Tata 
McGraw Hill. Chapter 9, Pp. 210- 229
3.2.2 Firth, Raymond, 1956, Human Types, Thomas Nelson & Sons, Chapter 3, 

-97
3.3 Culture and Society 
3.3.1 Bierstedt, Robert, 1974, The Social Order, New York: 

-212 

L Shapiro (ed.) Man, Culture and Society. New York: Oxford University Press, Pp. 
345-368 
3.4 Social Change 
3.4.1 Bierstedt, Robert 1974, The Social Order

-567 
3.4.2 Ritzer, George, 2004, The McDonaldisation of Society, Pine Forge Press, 

-20, Chapter 2, 
-

-199



Core Corse 02 
Sociology of India I 

Course Objective: 
This paper introduces the processes and modes of construction of knowledge of 
India. Further, it aims to draw attention to the key concepts and institutions which 
are useful for the understanding of Indian society. 
Outline: 
1. India: An Object of Knowledge 
1.1 The Colonial Discourse 
1.2 The Nationalist Discourse 
1.3 The Subaltern Critique 
2. Indian Society: Concepts and Institutions 
2.1. Caste: Concept and Critique 
2.2. Agrarian Classes 
2.3. Industry and Labour 
2.4. Tribe: Profile and Location 
2.5. Village: Structure and Change 
2.6. Kinship: Principle and Pattern 
2.7. Religion and Society 
COURSE CONTENTS AND ITINERARY 
1.1. The Colonial Discourse (Week 1) 
1.1.1. Cohn, B.S., 1990, An Anthropologist among the Historians and Other 
Essays, Delhi: Oxford University Press, Pp.136-171

1.2. The Nationalist Discourse (Week 2-3)
1.2.1. Kaviraj, S., 2010, The Imaginary Institution of India, Ranikhet: Permanent 
Black, Pp.85-126
1.3. The Subaltern Critique (Week 4) 
1.3.1. Guha, R., 1982, Subaltern Studies, Volume I. Delhi: Oxford University 
Press, Pp.1-8 
2.1. Caste: Concept and Critique (Weeks 5-6)

Social Inequality: Selected Readings, Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, Pp.265- 
272 

Social Stratification, Delhi: Oxford University Press, Pp.93-109
2.2. Agrarian Classes (Week 7) 

Gupta (ed.), Social Stratification, Delhi: Oxford University Press, Pp. 271-275
2.3. Industry and Labour (Week 8) 



Contributions to Indian Sociology, 33(1&2), Pp.1-41
2.4. Tribe: Profile and Location (Week 9) 

2
P. Mason India and Ceylon: Unity and Diversity, New York: Oxford University 
Press, Chapter 9 
2.5. Village: Structure and Change (Week 10) 
2.5.1. Srinvas, M. N., 1987, The Dominant Caste and Other Essays, Delhi: 
Oxford University Press, Pp.20-59
2.6. Kinship: Principle and Pattern (Week 11) 

Family, 
Kinship and Marriage in India. Delhi: Oxford University Press, Pp.50-73
2.7. Religion and Society (Weeks 12-14)

The 
International Encyclopaedia of Social Sciences, Volume 6, New York: 
Macmillan, Pp.358-366 

Sociological Bulletin, 
26, Pp.242-258

Religion in India, Delhi: Oxford University Press, Pp. 320-332
Note: 
The students are required to explore the contemporary sources on social 
institutions. With the aid of visual, oral and other kinds of 
narratives/representations students, advised and guided by teachers, are expected 
to arrange discussion sessions, work on assignments, undertake projects and 
fieldwork, and make presentations week-wise from the onset to the end of the 
semester.


